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OUR WORK ON NORTH 
AMERICAN COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES
Avi Shabbat
Among our various initiatives focused on North 
American college campuses, the most significant was 
Avi Shabbat, a program created in partnership with 
Hillel International. Working with Hillels on campuses 
across the United States and Canada, we supported 
programs focusing on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and interfaith dialogue. Inspired by Avi’s example, 
these programs promoted the values of understanding 
and mutual respect across difference, helping to lower 
the temperature around divisive issues on campus. 

“Avi Shabbat was something our campus 
really needed to bring people together this 
year. After both tragedies, in Pittsburgh 
and Christchurch, it was nice that students 
from Hillel and the Muslim Student 
Association could come together and show 
support. These relationships will last a 
long time.” 

– Emily Simens, Syracuse University 
 ’20, Hillel David Project Intern
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This year marks a significant milestone as we reflect back 
upon the past ten years of our work in Avi’s memory. 
Through the programs and initiatives of the Avi Schaefer 
Fund, we worked to promote Avi’s values of empathy 
and understanding across political and religious divides. 
We wanted to take this moment, as we mark the tenth 
anniversary of Avi’s passing, to highlight some of our  
notable initiatives and accomplishments. 

Since its inception, we have 

sponsored over 500 Avi 
Shabbat programs, engaging 

over 30,000 students at more 

than 230 college campuses 

across the United States and 

Canada.  



Our Partnership with 
Resetting the Table
In response to increasing levels of polarization on 
campus relating to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we 
developed a partnership with Resetting the Table, 
an organization dedicated to building meaningful 
dialogue and deliberation across political divides. 
Together with Resetting the Table, we created custom 
training programs for students and professionals at 
select campuses across North America. Since 2015, 
we have supported Resetting the Table initiatives at 
over 80 campuses. 

“I feel less afraid to interact with 

members of my community even 

though I hold a minority opinion. 

I know that my beliefs are valid 

and that if I and other community 

members engage in discussion 

respectfully, we will be able to have 

the difficult conversations we have 

been avoiding and therefore become 

stronger as a whole.” 
– Isabel, Student, Georgetown

“I find myself speaking about conflict 

in a completely different way than  

I did before, a much more effective 

way.  I am not immediately triggered 

by people who disagree with me… 

This program has changed the way  

I perceive conflict. Conflict is now an 

exciting challenge and no longer a 

frightening obstacle.” 
– Ameet, University of Southern California

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Jerusalem and New York City Symposia
The first Jerusalem Symposium was held in 2011 to mark 
the first anniversary of Avi’s passing and was held annually 
until 2015. These large public gatherings brought together 
scholars and thought leaders from various political and 
ideological backgrounds to address critical issues facing 
Israeli society. 

Following the success of our Jerusalem Symposia, we 
convened two North American gatherings in New York City 
in 2014 and 2015, respectively. These gatherings were 
created in partnership with Hadar, a Jewish educational 
institution in New York. At both programs, hundreds of 
college students, young professionals, and community 
members engaged one another in respectful discourse about 
pressing issues in the North American Jewish community.  



“This experience took me out of my 

comfort zone and exposed me to ways 

of thinking and beliefs about Israel I 

had never previously encountered in 

person. I left this once-in-a-lifetime 

experience with greater respect for 

these perspectives, valuable insight 

into goings on in Israel and the West 

Bank, and deep gratitude…”   
– Evan Gottesman, Associate Director
 of Policy & Communications, 
 Israel Policy Forum (2019)

OUR WORK TO EMPOWER 
YOUNG LEADERS
The Avi Schaefer Fund’s Young Leadership Summit was 
held in 2016 at the Leichtag Ranch in Encinitas, California. 
Bringing together leading Jewish professionals from diverse 
political backgrounds, this initiative sought to address the 
increasing levels of polarization in the North American Jewish 
community relating to Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

We were encouraged by the success of the San Diego Summit 
to provide further opportunities for young leaders to participate 
in intensive, week-long facilitated gatherings. We therefore 
developed the Avi Schaefer Leadership Retreat. Created in 
collaboration with the Shalom Hartman Institute, a leading 
educational center, the program brought together a core group 
of young North American Jewish leaders for a ten-day immersive 
program at the Hartman Institute’s Jerusalem campus. We 
designed a unique program for our cohorts, including study 
sessions with the Hartman Institute’s world-renown faculty, and 
special facilitation workshops with Resetting the Table.  From 
its inception in 2017, we supported three cohorts of young 
leaders through this program. 

www.avischaeferfund.org
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