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This young man acted on his dream of
peace
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Early last Friday morning, Brown University freshman Avi Schaefer was struck by a car and killed
while crossing a street in Providence, R.I. The driver of the car was apparently drunk. While this
tragedy most intimately affects Avi's family and friends, the more I learn about this young man,
the more I believe we are all diminished by his untimely death.

I never met Avi, but I'd heard about him from my son who lives on the same hall in the Brown
dormitories. I knew that he was from California and that he had served in the Israeli Defense
Forces before coming to Brown. I knew that he was working with the Providence Police
Department to teach officers what he had learned in the IDF and that he had organized a
successful relief effort for Haiti just days before his death.

A letter he wrote the Brown student newspaper last November provides additional insight into
this young man. Avi wrote that he joined the IDF "not because of hatred, but rather to work for
peace."

"I dream of peace," he said, "desire it more than anything and have devoted my life thus far to it."

While many young people dream of peace, Avi Schaefer acted on that dream. Believing that "an
enemy is someone whose story we have not yet heard," Avi sought out and began a dialogue
with a Palestinian student at Brown. Their dialogue and friendship had progressed enough that
the two students planned to go to Israel and the West Bank this summer with a Brown professor.
Their purpose was to explore narratives from both sides of the conflict so that they could deeply
listen to the other side and learn.

"Only through recognition of the other side," Avi said in his letter, "will there be peace."

We live in an era when so many of us, our TV and radio commentators and our leaders seem
only to be interested in arguing (and sometimes shouting) their own points of view. We know this
can lead to paralysis. The example of the two young men, both passionate advocates, who
started a dialogue so that they could listen and learn from each other, is inspirational. It is tragic
that we lost one of them, a "catalyst" according to his Palestinian friend, to a drunken driver.
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Friends who spoke at Avi's funeral recalled that he liked to say, "We're going to change the
world." He will not be able to do that, but if we follow Avi's lead, perhaps we can.

(Robert Moses lives in Concord.)
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